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Name Responsibility Education Years 
Experience 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK 

Michael J. Tollefson Superintendent B.A. Business Administration (Marketing and 
Finance) 

31 NPS 

Linda Dahl Chief of Planning  B.S. City and Regional Planning 
Graduate work in Environmental Sciences 

14 NPS 
26 other 

Niki Nicholas Division Chief, Resources 
Management and Science 

Ph.D. Forestry 
M.S. Ecology 
B.A. Biology 

3 NPS 
18 other 

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK CORE TEAM 

Michael Pieper Park Liaison/Project Manager Civil Engineer 12 Public 

Elexis Mayer Compliance Specialist B.S. Natural Resources Planning 4 Public 
2 Private 

Mark Butler Compliance Program Manager M.P.A. Public Administration 
B.S. Soils and Water Science 

27 NPS 
2 other 

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK TECHNICAL EXPERTS 

Lisa Acree Park Botanist B.A. Environmental Studies 15 NPS 
6 Private 

Judi Weaser Branch Chief, Vegetation and 
Wetlands 

M.S. Community Development 
B.S. Zoology 

16 Public 

Carol Knipper Division Liaison, Resources 
Management and Science 

B.S. Natural Resources Management 21 NPS 

Sue Beatty Restoration Ecologist B.S. Recreation 
Graduate work in Natural Resources 
Management 

25 NPS 

Jim Roche Park Geologist, Hydrology M.S. Geology 
B.S. Chemistry 

8 NPS 
3 other 

Steve Thompson Park Wildlife Biologist 

Wildlife and Special-Status Species 

M.S. Ecology – Wildlife 
B.S. Biology 

13 NPS 
5 other 

Jim Bacon Visitor Experience and Resource 
Protection Program Coordinator, 
Social Resources 

M.S. Outdoor Recreation Planning 
B.S. English 

1 NPS 
8 other 

Jeannette Simons Historic Preservation Officer, Section 
106 Consultation 

M.A. Anthropology, emphasis in archeology 
B.A. Anthropology 

10 Public
12 other 

Laura Kirn Park Archeologist B.S. Anthropology  20 NPS 

Suzanna Montague Project Archeologist B.A. Anthropology 18 NPS 
4 Private 

Paul Chattey Branch Chief, History, Architecture 
and Landscapes 

M.S. Historic Preservation 
B.A. Government 

20 Public
10 other 

Charles Palmer Park Historian M.A. History  
B.A. History 

1 NPS 
1 Other 

Suanne Brown Historic Architect B.S. Architecture 1 Public 
20 other 

Glen Rothell 
Branch Chief, Construction 
Management B.S. Renewable Natural Resources 28 NPS 

Calvin Liu Construction Information Officer B.A. Outdoor Recreation 21 NPS 

Marea Ortiz Public Involvement and Outreach 
B.A. Environmental Studies 
Graduate work in Resource Interpretation 

7 NPS 

Jen Nersesian 
Public Involvement and Outreach 
Coordinator 

M.P.P. Public Policy 
B.A. Philosophy 

2 NPS 
12 other 

Larry Harris Accessibility Compliance 2 years undergraduate studies 31 Public 

Kim Tucker Concessions Management Specialist  33 NPS 
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YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK TECHNICAL EXPERTS (CONTINUED) 

Jim Tucker Yosemite Valley District Ranger, 
Traffic and Parking Management 

B.A. Recreation Administration/Outdoor 
Recreation 

30 NPS 

Dave Henderson Traffic Management Supervisor A.S Administration of Justice 
Graduate - RCJTC 

1 NPS 
20 other 

Ed Billington Division Liaison, Facilities 
Maintenance Management 

2 years undergraduate studies 25 NPS 
4 Military 

Paul Laymon Branch Chief, Utilities 2 years undergraduate studies 23 NPS 
2 other 

Tim Luddington Roads and Trails Foreman 2 years undergraduate studies 28 NPS 

Dennis Waheed Sign Shop Foreman A.A. Business Administration 
A.A. Solar Technology 

29 NPS 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, PACIFIC WEST REGION 

Dave Kruse Federal Highways Lands Program 
Manager 

B.L.A. Landscape Architecture 24 NPS 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, DENVER SERVICE CENTER 
Tracy Cudworth,  Project Manager B.A. Landscape Architecture 15 NPS 

7 Public 

John Freeman Landscape Architect B.S. Landscape Architecture 18 NPS 
12 Public 

FEDERAL HIGHWAYS ADMINISTRATION 

Pat Flynn Project Manger B.S. Civil Engineering 25 FHWA 

Lisa Larsen Highway Design Engineer B.S. Civil Engineering 6 FHWA 
6 other 

NEWFIELDS INTERNATIONAL, PRIME CONTRACTOR 

Gary Hayward Project Manager, Hydrology, 
Floodplains, and Water Quality, Soils 

M.S. Marine Science  
B.A. Geology  

25 Private 

Devon Rothell Asst. Project Manager, Public 
Comment Analysis, Visitor 
Experience, Cultural Resources 

B.A. Anthropology 
Certificate of Applied Anthropology 

6 Private 

Schuyler Greenleaf Public Comment Analysis, Wildlife, 
Wetlands, Vegetation, Special Status 
Species, Wetlands 

M.S. Wildlife Biology  
B.S. Biology 

5 Public 
4 Private 

Clare Sandy Cultural Resources, Graphic Design B.A. Comparative Literature 
Archaeological Field School 

5 Public 

Ali Baird Graphic Design M.A. Geography 
B.S. Conservation Biology 

6 Public 
5 Private 

CARTER & BURGESS, DESIGN ENGINEER CONTRACTOR 

Darin Lockhart Engineer B.S. Civil Engineering 14 Private 

Jim Mills Project Manager B.S. Civil Engineering 1 NPS 
24 Private 

Mike Butters Engineer B.S. Civil Engineering 13 Private 

INDIVIDUAL SUBCONTRACTORS 

Robert Wurgler Word Processing, Graphic Design, 
Production Coordination 

B.A. Graphic Design 14 Private 
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